Easter, The Resurrection of the Lord
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Jesus Rises! Badins
Acts 10:34a, 37-43 | Colossians 3:1-4 | John 20:1-9 =]

Today is Easter Sunday! Like our psalm for today says, “let us rejoice and be
glad.” But why are we happy on Easter? We’re not celebrating spring, bunnies,
and flowers. Today, we celebrate that Jesus is risen from the dead!

Last week, we heard of Jesus’ Passion, when Jesus suffered and died on the
Cross to save us from our sins. People had sinned so much and had chosen to go
so far away from God, that he needed to send his son Jesus to save us and bring
us back to him. And Jesus did. Jesus could have run away or just hidden
somewhere. But he loved us so deeply that he allowed himself to be taken and
made to suffer for all the things we have done wrong. When he died on the Cross,
Jesus paid with his own life to get rid of all the sin that separated us from God.

Jesus was in the tomb for three days. Then something very strange happened: on
the third day after he suffered death, the tomb where he was buried was found
empty. He did what he said he would do: “Destroy this temple and in three days |
will raise it up.” (John 2:19) He was talking about his body. Jesus was resurrected!
Resurrection is when something or semeone.that.was.dead.comes.back-to.life:
God brought Jesus back from the dead, not as a ghost or spirit, not as a symbol
or memory, but with his own body.

What does the Resurrection mean for
us? The Resurrection shows that
nothing is bigger or more powerful than
God'’s love for us, not sin and not even
death. Jesus’s Resurrection shows that
he loves us to death, and he loves us
when he comes back to life too! It
shows us that Jesus paid the price of
our sin. God did all this because he
loves us infinitely and he wants every
single person on Earth to be with him
forever.
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Connect the dots to complete the scene o e Resurrection. Don't forget to
coloritin!
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Help the disciples find Jesus’ empty tomb! The green dot is the empty tomb. The
apostles are starting from the red dot.
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Earn the Gospel Detective Certificate by imagining you are a detective
standing at the entrance of the tomb. Read the clues below and put a
check mark in the correct "evidence" box. For the final veredict, write if £
the evidence proves that Jesus rose from the dead (rather than '
someone stealing the body).

The Physical Evidence (The Tomb Interior) Evidence
Clue Observation Yes No
The Stone Position Is the stone blocking the entrance?

The Linen Wrappings Are the burial cloths missing?

The Sudarium (Head Cloth) Is it in a messy pile with the other
cloths?

The Security Evidence (The Guard Report)
Clue Observation

The Earthquake Was there a "great earthquake" when
the angel arrived?

The Roman Guards Did the guards stay at their posts?

The Angel’s Appearance Did the women and guards see an
angel sitting on the stone?

The Witnhess Evidence

Clue Observation
The Message Did the Angel say "Do not be afraid"?
The Departure Did the women leave the tomb

"fearful yet overjoyed™?
The Sighting Did Jesus meet them on the way?

The Touch Did the women "embrace his feet" to
prove he was physically there?
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Final Verdict
The Logic Test: If the Disciples had stolen the body while the guards slept (as

some rumored), they would have been in a hurry. They wouldn't have unwrapped
the body or folded the head cloth neatly.

What is your final vereditc of what happened to Jesus? Did they steal His body?
Did He resurect?

Write your name on the dotted line and cut out the certificate!

Certificate
Expert Gospel Detective
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In Matthew 28:8, it says the women left the tomb "fearful yet overjoyed.” Thisis a
very complex feeling! Sort each phrase by cutting it out and pasting it into the
circle of the emotion it makes you feel. The phrases are things we see in the
Gospel and things that can happen to us everyday.
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Resurrection
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Fear/Awe
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Make a list of all the things you
are grateful for and tell it to

God!
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Easter is a season of joy! Pass
this joy to others. Every day of
the first week of Easter (The
Octave), choose one "extra"
thing to give away, as a family. It
doesn’t have to be big; it just has
to be a conscious act of sharing.
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Saint Juan Diego

Born in Mexico, Juan Diego was
a humble peasant who loved
God. One day, the Virgin Mary
appeared to him on a hill. She
called him her "Little Juan" and
asked him to be her special
messenger.

To help him, Mary told Juan to
gather roses in his cloak, called a
tilma. When he opened his cloak
for the Bishop, the roses fell
away to reveal a miracle: a
beautiful picture of Mary was
printed right on his clothes!

St. Juan Diego shows us that no
matter how "unimportant” we
feel, God can use us to do big,
wonderful things.
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