Sixth Sunday of Easter, Cycle A
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Acts 8:5-8,14-17 | 1 Peter 3:15-18 | John 14:15-21

This is the 6th Sunday of Easter!
Throughout Easter, we’ve heard about
the acts of the apostles and the Holy
Spirit. This week, Jesus tells the
Apostles, the Father “will give you
another Advocate to be with you always,
the Spirit of truth.” The Holy Spirit is the
love between the Father and the Son,
the third person of the Trinity.

Why is the Holy Spirit important to the apostles and us? Jesus’ power spreads to
the whole world through the acts of his apostles done with the Holy Spirit. The
Holy Spirit doesn’t just float around like a friendly ghost. God uses the Holy Spirit
to lead us, and to rule as king. The Holy Spirit is called the “advocate” because it
is like a lawyer who argues against what is evil, using words and intelligence.
When the Holy Spirit comes to the apostles at Pentecost, it looks like tongues of
fire which the apostles use to speak to everyone.

At the beginning of the Acts of the Apostles, the apostles had lots of success. But
soon, they were brought before the Sanhedrin, told to stop speaking, and beaten.
Later, Peter was imprisoned, Stephen was stoned, and James was beheaded. All
this seems very bad, but remember that the Holy Spirit works in ways that seem
weird to us. Because of these events, the first disciples were forced to leave
Jerusalem, and they actually ended up spreading the faith all around the world.

In the first reading, Philip leaves Jerusalem and goes to Samaria to preach. The
crowds paid attention to what Philip said and saw him heal people. Philip and the
other disciples were continuing Jesus’ work, showing everyone that Jesus is king.
They baptized and called the Holy Spirit down upon people too.
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Since we all receive gifts from the Holy Spirit, we are all called to use them. The
Second Vatican Council calls this the “Universal Call to Holiness.” The Holy Spirit
gives us tools to proclaim Jesus to the world, sometimes in big ways, but often in
little moments of our lives. We proclaim Jesus in the way we treat others. We
proclaim Jesus in the way we spend our time and money. We proclaim Jesus
every day, and remember that we are never alone.
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Count the objects and write the number you find. Color them in!

# # # #
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Tongues of Fire  Our Love for Jesus = commandments
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Cut out the trivia cards and fold them in half, so that you have the question on
the front and the answer on the back.

Try answering the questions without looking at the answer on the back. See how
many you answer correctly! You can also play with others and see who scores
the most points.
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When the Holy
Spirit came at
Pentecost, what
did it look like
above the
Apostles' heads?

Tongues of Fire.
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Jesus says if we
love Him, we will
do something.
What is it?

Keep His
commandments.
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Where is the
Holy Spirit right
now according
to the Gospel?

He remains with you
and will be in you.

Philip went to a
city to heal
people and

preach. What
was the city's
name?

Samaria.

When the people
in Samaria were
baptized, which

two Apostles
came to pray for
them?

What did Philip and
the other disciples
work show?

That
Jesus is
king.




Sixth Sunday of Easter, Cycle A

Find the five differences between the two images and circle them. Then, color the

drawings!
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Learn more about the Holy
Spirit. Ask your parents, siblings,
godparents about Him.
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Every day this week, as a family,
pray to the Holy Spirit:

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts
of your faithful and kindle in
them the fire of your love.
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Saint John Paul II

Saint John Paul Il was a brave boy
named Karol from Poland. Even
though he lost his family when he
was young, he knew God was
always with him. During the war,
Karol felt Jesus calling him to be a
priest. Because it was dangerous,
he had to study in secret.

Eventually, he was chosen to be
the Pope. He loved to travel and
visited almost every corner of the
world to tell people about Jesus.
Because he loved kids so much, he
started World Youth Day so
millions of young people could
pray together. He served as our
Pope for nearly 27 years, showing
everyone how to be a friend of
God.
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