KING SOLOMON

1Kings 3:5,7-12 | Romans 8:28-30 | Matthew 13:44-52

This is the 17th Sunday in
Ordinary Time and our first

reading is from the First Book of &
Kings. We hear about the young
King Solomon, the son of King
David. Yaweh came to Solomon in
a dream and offered him anything
he wanted. The answer Solomon
gives tells us about who he is and
his deepest desire.

Solomon answers, “Give your servant, therefore, an understanding heart to judge
your people and to distinguish right from wrong.” Solomon is asking for wisdom.
He wants to see and understand like God does. Wisdom helps us make good
decisions, following God’s will. The fundamental good of wisdom enables
Solomon to wisely use all the smaller goods in his life, such as money, time, and
power.

For example, if a wise person suddenly gets or loses lots of money, she would
know what to do, and make a good decision, following God’s will. If a wise person
were given power, he would know how to rule fairly, in line with God’s will.

But what if Solomon had asked for lots of money or a really long life? Without
wisdom, he wouldn't have known what to do with his time and money. His time
would have been spent making bad decisions and his money would not have
filled his heart, leaving him empty. These goods of the world make people
miserable when we try to make them the center of our lives and the source of our

joy.




Solomon's desire for wisdom pleases God because the Lord is wise. When we
become more like God and more connected to him, we are filled with divine life.
This connection pleases the Lord, and is a gift of his grace. We help grow the
relationship by praying for wisdom and receiving the Eucharist. We can decide to
do things that serve God, not just ourselves.

So, what would you say if the Lord offered you anything you wanted? What do
you want more than anything else?




Below is a picture of young King Solomon asleep. Use your pencil to

trace the dotted lines to finish drawing and inside that bubble draw one

thing you would ask God for if He visited you in a dream tonight.
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Cut out stars and hearts from colored paper or shiny wrapping paper.
These will represent the nuggets of wisdom. Glue the shapes inside of

the heart. Then, cut out and glue the phrase provided below in the
center. Color the phrase in yellow!

GIVEIMERN
UNDERSTANDINGHTENRIS



D WHATIs ()

WIsSsDOM? &

Wisdom is like a light bulb for your soul—it helps you see the right thing
to do, even when the world feels dark or confusing.

Look at the statements. If the statement is Wisdom, draw "Light Rays"
(lines) around the bulb to show it is turned ON. If the statement is Selfish
or Foolish, draw a Cracked X inside the bulb to show it is OFF.

Wisdom is not something we "earn" by being smart in school. It is a
grace we ask for in prayer. It is God sharing His own mind with us.

Wisdom helps me see Like God does. Instead of just seeing a "mean
person," wisdom helps us see a "hurting soul" who needs God’s
love.

Wisdom gives me knowledge of a lot of facts just so | can feel
superior and "better" than the people around me.

Wisdom includes listening to God's Voice, telling me which path
leads to peace.

Wisdom makes me the "King" of my own life, so | don't have to
answer to God or my parents.

Wisdom is the power to make everyone do what | want, so that |
can have a long life and never have any enemies.

Wisdom gives us the strength to choose the "Hard Good" over the
"Easy Wrong."
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You are a judge in Solomon’s court and are faced with the next problem:
A group of friends has started a new game. The rule of the game is:
'Everyone can play, except for the new kid in class because he talks
differently.' Wisdom is like a pair of special glasses that lets you see the
world the way God does. In the two circles below, you are going to show
the difference between "Seeing with Eyes" (how the group are looking at
the new kid) and "Seeing with Wisdom" (how God sees the new kid with
love).

Finally, with the "glasses of Wisom" think of the advice you would give to
the group of friends.

"Seeing with Eyes" "Seeing with Wisdom"

What advice you would give to the group of friends as King's
Solomon adviser?
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/CHILD CHALLENGE: |  SAINTOF '
© Just like Salomon, ask God to THE WEEK! :

grant you Wisdom: . .
Saints Cyril and

Methodius

Cyril and Methodius were talented

" brothers who left their home and

s jobs to serve as missionaries. When -

h they realized the people they -

j b visited could not understand the -

- : Bible, they prayed and created a -

" " brand new alphabet to translate -
the stories of Jesus.

"God, grant me Wisdom so that |
may always choose the path :
that leads to You".

- Despite facing many hardships and
“lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll.' : being tired, they Spent their liveS :

: FAM"_Y %t showing others how to read and

- sharing the holy Word of God. -

CHALLENGE Today, they are celebrated as -
. - heroes for using their smart minds -
: Asafamily, read and understand : : to bring different people together. :
- the Ten Commanments to make : - These brother saints show us that :
- wiser choices that lead you to : our talents can be used to build a :

God. - bridge of faith that connects the :
-

whole world.
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