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WATCH YOUR WORDS! i

Ezekiel 33:7-9 | Romans 13:8-10 | Matthew 18:15-20 [t

This is the 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
and today we wonder: should we ever tell
people that they are wrong?

It might seem like the answer is no. Many
people say, “You can have your own
opinion. Do what you want.” Even Jesus was
friends with sinners and says, “Do not
judge, and you will not be judged.” At the
same time, Jesus did judge. He got angry
with people who did bad things, such as the
Pharisees, whom he called “hypocrites” and “blind fools.” Jesus does not tell us,
“go do what you want.” He calls us to repent, change our ways, and follow him.

The problem with judging is that it can hurt people. When Jesus says to not judge,
he means that we should not pretend that we are better than others to make
them feel bad. In the 2nd reading, Paul writes that “Love does no evil to the
neighbor; hence, love is the fulfillment of the law.” Using God’s law to hurt is not
the goal of the law of love. We must love when we judge. We look at others and
think first: | want you to become a saint.

Telling a person, “go, think, and do what you want” isn’t loving. It’s just not caring
about what happens to him or her. Often, we do bad things that aren’t good for
us, and it helps when someone tells us so. For example, when we eat lots of
dessert, and end up feeling sick, it’s good for mom and dad to say “no,” and to
encourage us to eat healthy food. We have a responsibility to help keep others on
the right path, as we hear in today’s first reading from Ezekiel. We speak, not
because we want to hurt people, but because we care what happens to them.




How do we speak against sin using love? In the Gospel Jesus says, “If your
brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault between you and him alone.”
We do not talk behind a person’s back to hurt them and make ourselves feel
better. If this doesn’t convince him, we bring others who care. If this doesn’t
convince him, we bring the matter to the Church, the community of people who
care. We can tell people they are wrong only if we act and speak with love.

|
o |
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In the first reading, God calls Ezekiel a "Watchman."
A watchman stays awake to keep others safe from
danger. Imagine your friend is walking toward a
"Mud Pit" (representing a bad choice or sin). There
are three paths you can take. Color the path that
shows Love as the fulfillment of the Law.

Path A Path B Path C
Look away Shout to everyone Walk over quietly

"Do whatever
you want!"

"Look at the
mess!"
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Jesus tells us that "If he listens to you, you have won =)
over your brother." To win back our friend, we have —
to use our thumbs to build a bridge. \ /

Connect the two friends by:
1.Using red or pink clay to create a heart in the exact middle of the gap
between the friends.
2.Smudge the connection! Drag a piece of the clay heart to the left
until it touches the first friend's hand. Go back to the heart, and

smudge and drag the clay to the right until it connects to the second
friend's hand!

3.Color in the rest of the image!
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Imagine you are scrolling on instagram and see the following
scenarios. Apply the correct "filter" to each.

Pride Filter: make ourselves look better and judge. Decorate with
black and gray.

Holy Filter: help others shine and love. Decorate with hearts, red
color and glitter.

You have
something, let

| am better

XQV N @ QY A

104

Show all comments (17) Show all comments (17)



It's better to
be honest.
You can do it!

You are so
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Their
drawing is

Stop! | want
you to be a

?QV N e QY A

104

Show all comments (17) Show all comments (17)



Complete the Secret Repair Guide with steps Jesus tells us we should
follow to correct others with love. To do this, cut out the steps and
paste them in the correct order on the next page. Then, create a drawing

for each!

If they don't listen, bring one
i or two kind friends to help
: explain.

If they still won't listen, ask the
: Church community for help.

: If nothing works, stop arguing. _
i Treat them with extra kindness { i Talk to the person alone so you
i and start over by prayingfor i idon't embarrass him or her.

_them. A S




sSecret Repair Guide /
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{CHILD CHALLENGE; |  SAINT OF
This week, avoid talking about THE WEEK!

- people behind their backs.
; Saint Scholastica

- Scholastica was the twin sister of
" Saint Benedict and the first
- Benedictine nun. Even as a child,
- she chose a simple life focused on
" God instead of chasing riches. She
- started a home for women to pray
- and work together, following the
- same rules of kindness and quiet
that her brother taught.

Scholastica and Benedict met once
“llllllllllllllllllllllllllllll... : a year to talk abOUt GOd, and

_." FAM' LY : during their last visit, she prayed
. - for a rainstorm so her brother
CHALLENGE

- would have to stay and keep
- talking with her. God answered her
: Help each other to apply the
- "secret repair guide" to help

prayer with a huge storm that kept
- someone turn to the right path.
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- them together all night! Saint
- Scholastica shows us that when we
- love God with all our hearts, He
truly listens to our prayers.
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